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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/4/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 8/4/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the combination of Nagasawa et al., Kuroda, and Ando et 
al. does not teach the limitation "establishing a second data transmission route between 
the control apparatus and another selected recording subunit each time a recording by 
the one selected recording subunit approaches its end so that the second data 
transmission route is established before the first data transmission route is 
disconnected when the continuous recording is selected through said recording 
subunit selection means " 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Nagasawa et al. teach when 
the tape remaining amount of the video tape cassette set in the tape transport 22 or 29 
which is set in the recording operation mode is smaller than a certain set value, the 
other tape transport 29 or 22 is automatically set in the recording operation mode. It 
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shows that when one of the tape transports approaches its end, the other tape transport 
starts the recording operation in column 7 and lines 58-64. Therefore, Nagasawa et al. 
teach the limitation "establishing a second data transmission route between the control 
apparatus and another selected recording subunit each time a recording by the one 
selected recording subunit approaches its end so that the second data transmission 
route is established before the first data transmission route is disconnected when the 
continuous recording is selected through said recording subunit selection means" 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nagasawa et al. (5,877,906) in view of Kuroda (US 6,31 1 ,01 1 B1 ) and Ando et al. (US 
2001/001 8727 A1). 

Consider claims 1 and 3, Nagasawa et al. teach a control apparatus connected 
to a plurality of target apparatuses via a communication line, comprising: 

• recording subunit display means for displaying a list of recording subunits, 
installed in said plurality of target apparatuses (col. 7, lines 40-50) 

• recording subunit selection means for accepting a selection of recording 
subunits, on which data is to be recorded, from the list of recording 
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subunits displayed on the screen by said recording subunit display means 
(col. 7, lines 40-50); 

• recording option selection means for accepting a selection of 
simultaneous recording or continuous recording (20 of Fig. 2 and col. 7, 
lines 40-50); 

• said simultaneous recording being a recording mode in which data is 
recorded simultaneously on the recording subunits selected through said 
recording subunit selection means (col. 8, lines 4-7), said continuous 
recording being a recording mode in which data is recorded on the 
recording subunits, selected through said recording subunit selection 
means, in an order in which the recording subunits are selected (col. 7, 
lines 58-67); 

• transmission route establishment means for simultaneously establishing a 
data transmission route between the control apparatus and each of all the 
selected recording subunits when the simultaneous recording is selected 
through said recording subunit selection means, and sequentially 
establishing a first data transmission route between the control apparatus 
and one selected recording subunit and establishing second a data 
transmission route between the control apparatus and another selected 
recording subunit each time a recording by the one selected recording 
subunit approaches its end so that the second data transmission route is 
established before the first data transmission route is disconnected when 
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the continuous recording is selected through said recording subunit 
selection means (col. 4, line 50-col. 5, line 8, and col. 7, lines 58-67 and 
21 of Fig. 2). 

However, Nagasawa et al. do not explicitly teach recording subunit display 
means for displaying a list of recording subunits on a screen. 

Kuroda teaches recording subunit display means for displaying a list of recording 
subunits on a screen (Fig. 5). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a screen displaying 
recording subunits to provide users with a user-friendly interface to select recording 
subunits. 

However, Nagasawa et al. and Kuroda do not explicitly teach using IEEE 1394 
interface. 

Ando et al. teach using IEEE 1394 interface in a recording device ([0969] and 
[0986]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the IEEE 1394 interface in the device to 
prevent other information from being written in the position in which data is to be 
recorded. 

Consider claims 2 and 4, Nagasawa et al. teach the control apparatus wherein, 
said transmission route establishment means establishes a point-to-point connection for 
the data transmission route (Fig. 2, 21 and 22 of Fig. 2 is a point-to-point connection, 
and 21 and 29 is a point-to-point connection). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TAT CHI CHIO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
9563. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571)-272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



